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... anecdotes of a life ill-lived, of a life sung out of tune, phrases,
anecdotes of thick- skinned survivors whose hearts are free of debts,
anecdotes told in a charming sputter of Puerto Rican Spanish,
bubbling in its perfect rhythm and tone. ..

By Luis Rafael Sanchez Translated by Diana L. Vélez

A suariled ery releases the furled si-
lences, one by one, The stewardess slowhy
hacks away, angelic, innocent, like 8 char-
scier oun of a short story by Horacio
Querogs. & bonde of & frozen intenaity
that would beighten the libidinous drives
aof the easily smiten King Kong. The pas-
Rengers’ anzious Teces ahare ezaggernted
premanilions, as they turn, ready to en-

counler a hand graspang & gun, a knile, or |
8 homemade bomb. For the startled cry |

must surely be either the unrestrained

and hysterical denunciation of one more |
airplane hijacker or the cry of 8 menacing |

lunatic. An “Our Father” pinches and
bursts the reipnsed silence. The arew-

ardess continoes ber backward mowe- |

ment. The slewardess has seen her reflec:
uen in her pool of fear and fear has not

avpsded her paze. marking ber insiead |

i

with a pallor that s conslusive promise of |

& faint. Bul the nirplene hijacker ne the
menacing lunalic are nowhere in sight
Humbie and cuntrite “Our Fathers" burst

forth on varsous levels of faith and orality. |

Lights Hash on. viclating retinas and ex.
posing the full gallop of heartbeats. The
arrtus becomes s mammoth, dissected by
indiscrele Huorescence st 31,000 fest
abiwve ses level The caplain or chaoffeur
of the airbus appears, Logether with Lhe
officinl engineer or mechanic, and their
gtudied nonchalonce elicits o stir of dis.
comiert and caution, the reat of the crew

is mlerued, hvsieria’s etlempl igniles a | e

spark thai prows threateninp: the siew-
ardess o pel an inch away [rom being
cansumed by horror. But the airplane b
packer or the menacing lunatic is powhere
i saght

Suddenly, wilth incomparshie ficense
and surprEe, o peal of laughter corrupts in
egual messure buth the silence and Lhe
“(mzr Fathers™ tha: had advanced, on

somme Lips, 85 faree the Asman, Pure in ils |

| ofense, the parenthess cut by it so per-
| fect that it could be glued o & page, the
peal of lasghter infects the hundreds of
passenpers on an mirbus thai makes
nightly trips between Puerio Rieo and
Mew York's airports. Peals of laughter,
delightful because of the disorder and le-
| rocity of their emergence, a disorder that
prefaces aulomatic convergence, a feroc-
ity that reveals secret and unforgotten
resentments. A nervous Mellie might as-
| meri at this paint that afl the shimmying
and shaking caused by the widespread
hilarity endangers the safecy of the airbus,
| and low-flying angels with a penchant for
| prying might sacrifice the sacred sheen of
their polden locks just to keow what the
devil is making that mestizo bunch leugh
s0 loudly. traveling so un-self. consciouaky
in their midst. Only the crew, unilarmby
ETinEo as it i this evening, seems immune
o the lgughter, immune to the infectuous
laeghier, immune tn the mockery mimed
&t the fenr that sc unhinged the blonde
slewnrdess's ongelic and nnocent
counlenance just & minule afc.

Gales of laughter threaten Lo depres-
sursze Lhe cabin and alow down the sirbus,
laughter threatens, for the incredibie
cause of the commotlion B nght thers for
all to see. There on the thickly carpeted
miske of the airbus, swaggering like & cou-
pie of gangsiers. sirolling like & pair of
tullies, indilferent to the uproar and fear
ngendered v thesr presence, are 8 pair of
sell-saushied, pompous. and heslthy-look-
ing crahs

Farsdazically, their healthy glow ia the
wefy harbinger of thewr imminent fate—
tomorrow Lhey will be eral stew on Pros.
pect Avenue or [ritter filling in the South
EBranz ot baked crab with drown butier in
Sunsel Park or crab marinated in picante
sauce on the Lower East Side or wm-
porary inhabitants of & creb colonvan the

~ The Airbus

cultivated recesses of & darkensd base.
ment, hidden from the inspecling gaze of
& super or a landlord.

But tonight, their bealthy glow and
their unexpected use of the sirbus as &
makeshilt stepping stone, their acquisi-
uon of an informal right of way, are the
sebject of lively commenis and wivid
chitchat, precipitating the generalized

| disorder that now reigns, a disorder that

reigns by means of 8 lposening of spints
and widespread recoume to agpitated
prose, the anarchic choreography of bod-
v pirmining, bending, straightening.
twisting in the imprisonment of their
seats, & generalized disorder spurred on
by unadulieratedly patriotic discourses
anc assimilationist CTOAs-IAMINALIONS,
by off -codor jokes of every bue, by woman:-
rzing glances eliciting man-baiting winks,
by detailed true confessions—we st
can't resist the autobiographical—by the
irate testimony of repested humilistions
on the crosatown bus, the elevaior, the
damned job, the liberal university, Lhe
Jewnh junkshop: the genernlized discrder
suddenly extends & drvading line, invisible
but palpable. between Lhem, the gringos,
and us, the Puerio Hicans, & Line whoss
copwours are heightened by the un-
proveble asserftion of & brown-skinned
woman who, while mak
offering of nutritious liguid from her calid
angd rediant bresst to her newborn chald
stales: the blonder they are, the dumber;
& disorder that inspires lear. or s it
seemme, in Lhe crew, uniformiy gringo ss it
5 tomght

Taken aback by the unezpecied col-

| tupse of modern echnology, amazed that
| the rigor of the securitv devices could

have missed that unmentionsble con.
traband, Lhe crew demands that the crabs’
awner wdentify himsel! immediately. They
dao this with gestuses befitting an overly

s

Ling Lhe precious |

| fr.-
e Non

German-Expressionistic comedy, sof-

tened only by the bantering and playful

reminiscence of 4 Buater Keaton or s

Chaslie Chaplin, Theas insistent demands

made with vigarous gestures and the insis-
| went offers made by potential erab ezecu.
ticners are hesded off by the dramaue
mouthings of & wiry fiftyish man who,
ambling up to the frant, hall-ssleep and
slightly annoyed, exhibiting an impressive
manual desterity which some, in their
ignoran.e, have referred to as primitive,
| immobilizes the fugitive pair, scolding

them with & mixture of crankiness and
| pride *1 send you off tw crab heaven with
| & nace shaot of valrum and this is whaz [ get
| for it."

Euphoria triumphs, becomes wide-
| spread; lscghter, the slement that can
ibr:g'nber! & cloudy dov and unstop nasal
i passages, laughter, now, by its sheer sbun.
| dance, manages merely W congest. Some
|ome who had been eyemmp the dis
| membered bodies lavishiy illustrated in
{the newspaper E! Vocern declares =1 al-
| most choked™ and another person, who
| had been praising the country singer from

Manati's variety show declares | almost
|wel my pants” and a shrewd observer
| meites “this is what vou might call & pas” o
| which a few other shrewd ohservers ndd

“put me¢ on that bubble, my man.” and
| mnother observer philosophazes in rhymed
| couplets o the efect thai we sure nre
|eooking now. The sirbus effervesces,
|wmayed Detween lumultuous motion and

the pull of a chimera. swaving hetween the
| farward thrust of asseriiveness and thae
| secular cross called oy bendito or well
whatcanyoudo, & well-dressed woman
who kides the well-kept secret of her
curbers under & foral kerchie! snnounces
that she regularly jumps back and forth

acroas the creek on the average of ance a

moath, soshe has forgotien what side of it
she does live on: an adolescent girl, wor
ried Lo distraction, made up Lo perfeclion
thewgh a bit heavily rouged, lsts among
| bier woes the change v Hene's voice that
forced him Lo give up
" while soe lislens do

| tractedly to the tabe of an sdolescent by
| on edge and on the edgr of hvstena be
| cause he mooff w Newark but he dossn’l
| know why. Another lady of s gregarious
| and wn-sell-consciows nature pulls out
|and starts to unfold & crocheted
| bedspread made for & king size bed while
| under the protectson of the bedspread’s
| erafsmanship. 8 spontanecus and some
| what atonal quaret merrily plavs the
ballsd “En mi viejo San Jusn" A well-
| dressed and well-mannered old gent with
| stuedied charm asks the brown-skinned
| woman with the calid end rediant breas:
; heaven't thev met somewhere hefore,
| perhaps in the carmival celebrated in
| honor of the patron saint Monsersat in the
| wown af Hormiguerss. The brown-skinned
woaman with the cald and radiant bress:
replies that sbe has mever been o the Lown
(of Hormiguervs. The same well-dressed
(and well-mannered old gent with the
| studied charm turns o the woman wear
|mg & pumpkin-codored shifi and asks
| haven't they met somewhere before,
:'Derhu.pt- in the carmival celebraied in
| honor of Lhe guardian angel of the Lown of

Yabucoa The woman wearing the pump

win-golored shifi replies ihat she ha
| mever bien o the wwn of Yabucoo, sdd
| ing by the wav of cinrihcation ther wiat
| sbe is mto s Boecsceio, Topoz, Bachebor,
| and oilker gav walening holes. A charal
| ensembile, purposely annoving snd boud,

calls oui from the airbus” kitchen thal 1L s

all set to do an encore end “If thev don't
| grve me something W drink soor, ' star
|erving.” & man desply immersed n his
| rightecus indignation refers o his son's
imprisenment for refusing o cooperate
wilh o lederal grand jury while his listener
| hedds thet being & mationalisz in Puerto
| Ko entnils hidden prestzpe while o

York it entnils mereiy ofhcial hostiliny

Ushered in by resonant oulbursts, the

anecdotes DEgEn Lo weave Lhesr pattern

enguish laden and laughable. heartrend-
| ing and superhcial, lwably hereae in their
lormulation of & resslance e the in-
digmities. the exposed prejudeees, the hid
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Candpitieed Sram precoding poge

den prejedices. an infinite string of unec
dnres whtch the Pusrta Rican passengers
nll 1 hursting with elements of the cun-
mung, the courageous, and the picaresque.
wiLh che susprcion that altemds their lives,

anecdaiss whose narrative montage deo |

lights the Lstener, anecdoles whase mers
acvurrence maves the [lener, anecdoles
ud in 8 surprsinely oundabout and
apecy prose, the mast [amiliar and easily
reciognrzsble ricp-anad-beans stvle, anec-
dotes that o sharp-wilted country bump-
weih Listens Lo with inuereat. o jidarn who
iow nut use heghfown  hillbilly  ver-
nocsdur, na s, bl uses instead sl street
apeerh und proper English il che oceasin
shwiald call for it and just plaan old com-
mun sense talk whenever Lhal's needed,
anecdites told by Fuerto Ricans who an
vne fine doy hod visited upon Lthem Lhe
compuund evils of unemployment. hun-
aer, 4nd che desire o est. puilhetic anec-
dustes sald by & subject people who reliae
L subimis theough they il apologize far
the naked sin of being born Puerto Rican,
anecdotes told by the Puerta Ricans who
wot ot under the collar and curse aloud if
anvone should question their being
Puserta Hican. avecdotes of & ife ill-lived,
ul a life sung out of 1uRe, phrases, anec-
dotes of thick-skinned survivors whose
hesrts are ree af debts, anecdates wld in

a charming spatter of Fuecty Rican Span-
iah, hubbling in it perfect chythm und
tone, a4 Puerto Rican Spanish exact and
campact, brosd and bareque, a Pueertos
Rican Spuanish as imvigoratingly corrept
aa Argentine Spanish, o5 Mexiean Span-
wh, a3 Veneruelan Spunish, as Spamish

sSpanish, anecdotes tobd by o thousend |

uangd one Leavelers moving belwesn that
precarious and discredited poradise thot
15 Mew York and that eroded an un-
inhabitable paradise thot is Puertn Rico,

A mervous Mellie might  predict —u
nervius Sellie d bit like Jeanne Dixon but
4 todie withusut 8 cusmic wemple &nd

without her mysticel thinking cap, mm |
| suy? But [ don't get wo answer becouse

shaet, like a sscond-hand Jeanne Dizon—
that the airhus might burst tonight be-
cause the subversive laughier and human
energy that it carries tomight 15 & dxng\er-
ous explesive. And bow.Aying angels with
a penchant fue prying would willingly sac-
cifice the sacred tinsel of tiny euchuriatic
wings just to know what the hell that
messizo bunch is jabbering about, flying
30 up-self-conscicasly in Lheir midas
Oniy the crew, uniformly gringo as it ia
Lonight. sesms immune 1o the laughter,
reselute in it desice w0 overcomae it with
ihe rapid distnibution of insipid-tasting
turicey sandwiches, tiny bags of peanuts,
Cocn Culn by the gallon. playing cards,
and the plastic interpectiona of the cap-

tan, wha [res e put out the gprowing
contlagration with lus vewn uny sparklers
thit esnnat ond will not take of—" Ladies
and gentlemen, this is the capiain speak-
ing. Mow that the dangerous kidnappers
are hack in their hogs. now that it is really
sure Lhat we are nol going Lo be taken o
un unexpecied meeting with thal poco
simpiticn seine Fidel Castra | invite all of
vou o Jeak through the windews wnd
cotch the splash of the Milky Way. Ina
few minutes we will be showing, without
charge tonight, a movie swarring that
funny mon Hichard Prves”

The woman 1o my lefl turns to me and
with calm heatility asks “What that man

the man whe claime te travel with ro
luggage and who repeats: | live with one
leg in Mew York and the other one in
Puerto Rico™ and who states: 71 moke my
lnecks in Manhattan, but | spend them in
Santures” and who claims: “I'm every-
hody's (rend but nobody's buddy, the
anly buddy wou ever have in life 3 your
balls, they're plways an hand.” beats me
to the punch as he belts out a response,
wrns me inle an unsuapecting ally as he
unravels a long answer in 3 munatane
made bearable only by & hint of sarcasm:
“The captain wants to bring us down by
making us watch & movie with that col-
ared guy whe almost burned himsell w &
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Your response 1o our Huhday offering of a free mattress plus
free delivery in the 5 boroughs and lower Westchester. with s
every Chicago platform bed celebrating the Dpemng of our 2
new store in Chicago was so overwhelming .
T——axtend it to Jar'|!..|ar1',r 31, 1984,
Priees range from 5274, to $429. (as pictured abovel..
i The best there is, just got better!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!
12 Noon to 8PM / THURS Nite 'til 9PM -
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SCamsSDaLE — J8S8 Central Pars Sverue

crmg getling stoned, he winis us down so
the can be on 1op,” pulling wsgether the
| scattered chords ol his ulterance, he
| muarmars in a low volce, wing an orgasmic
diabect, the most ascerbic of inferences
ahout the caplain and the blonde siew-
|u:'|:.'|:su. inferenees, Lthat, oF written, would
| he immediately published n the pages of
Penthouse ur Playboy. The woman Lo my
| left rmisses the inferences for she has again
picked up her two simultaneous converss-
tioms shout the strike st the insane nay-
lum: “[ hear they're threatening o get
sune,” and sbuut the unrelenting stub-
bornness of Preswdent Reagan: [ hear
that Hend will be the end of El Snivadar.™
The peal ol loughter that wriginadly
opened the door Lo a seditioss, almost
|unn.n|-n.:|u:. hilority now lertilizes the
| raucous (riendliness that begins Lo apread
|out over the tourist cabin, a ravoous
| friendlinesa that Ands expression in the
| noagy toleranee with which a harsh opin-
ion 1 extended or withheld pr i the nosy
| gratitude with which semeone accepis a
compliment about the paper fowers
they're bringing ns & gut for on aunt whe
maved into some housing prapect in New
Jersey, or in the noisy distribucion and
sharing betitting those who sulfer alike
and love alike—iove puava-Glled pastries,
| love fresh-baked sweets packed in a shoe
| boz, love a dozen fruit-sheped candy bars,
love homemade sausage and dreughts of
| rasin-cured cane liguor made in & home
| atill, & Bguer that i awallowed without
| newrctic sipping or [estidiows holding
| hack. & raucous, passionate [mendliness,
| ome whese fullness, intimacy of feeling,
whcse clatter, whose 1AW FUSLO and will-
ingnesa ta be socinble right at the outset
and for no particular reason i3 simply
indifferent to the disapproval it now
elicits from those wha, from the shelter of
the first-class compurtment, these whao,
| between sips of Californis champagne and
4 tit-h-téte with a reasonably nosed and
| subtly mannered slewardess, venture a
ratipnalized “They are my peaple bue™ or
ventupe a resentiul “Wish they'd learn
how 1o behave™ or venture & Anal judg-
ment “They will never make it because
| they are trash™; a rauscoun, posaionate
[rienudlineas thal spostters, hulddus up amd
apills over the edge an the wiry fiftyish
| man recites his self-explonatory agenda
“1f | can’t live in Puerte Rico hecauss [
Just can't make it there I'll sake it all with
| me bit by bit, this time ['ve got four crabs
| from Vocwn Telega, last time [ broughe
| ver & pure bred fighting cock and nest
| time it will be every single ever recorded
| by Coregjo”™
And he follows up with & list of itema
he defends with the tender mercies of &
amile, he's gaverned by the savory memao-
ries of ather happy travels, ather attempta
te reduce the disisnce. other intimate
possessions snlveged, utternnces thet if
analyeed by a deformed or myapic spirit
might amount to nothing more than &
chesp neturalism, & medwcre slice of Life,
trivin, the elements of a merely lolksy
letodal ayndrome. But when therr none.
Lod-imposing appearance, eroded preatige
and poor taace are transcended, they man-
ifest their true nature as the wseful, re-
itersted and undenishbie revelationa of a
temperament Lhat, day after day, mod.
ulates its uniquemess and secures
permanence despite, in apite of, in the
face of, let alone and all the same, still,
yet, even, perhaps nnd other stutierings
and dinlectical =nd dialectal habhblings
born of superlatively grammaticsl at.
Lemnpls ot apeech, attemprs conpigated by
our devasting and inezorable vanquifica-
tion, a unigue, different, permanent, and
integral temperament with which aur mil-
itant, familiar, and neighborhood ties of
| warmth lay the foundetions of our
| sacrosanct state of dependency: just one
peron leaves for New York, but five come
along 1o see him of and two people come
back from MNew York but they're met by
eight; & temperament that keepa our re.
serves of humar fowing-—just because we
| bove to laugh wholeheartedly and with
| breeverence, we love & ke with a listle
| bite; a temperament that is the mainstay
| of our emotionel dominkon—just beceuss
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